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The 

 

Are You Being Called to Africa?   

Garber Mission Trip in Ministry in Uganda, Africa 

January 24 - February 4 

The primary purpose in going to Uganda is to live more deeply the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Through the various 
ministries where we will serve, we will spread the love of Jesus and build relationships with the children of 
Uganda.  We will care for these children and also learn from brothers and sisters in Christ who live out their 
faith in very different and difficult circumstances. 
 

. . . . It is our hope that through this journey your heart will be changed, and when you return, you can share 
your experiences with others, and they will see the light of Christ shining in you!  - Jan Hemphill, leader 
 

The trip will be based out of and in ministry with Sole Hope, an organization that makes 
and provides shoes for Ugandan children to help prevent diseases that enter through the 
feet.  From there, the team will travel out to Obawaagazi Children’s Foundation in Jinga,   
to work with handicapped children and assist the program there.  The team will also visit 
Arise Talents, a home for orphans that teaches the arts and provides a safe and loving home 
environment. 
 

The team will consist of approximately 6 adults.   
If you are interested, please contact the trip leader, Jan Hemphill at hemp54@yahoo.com.  

 The deadline to apply for the trip will be mid-July.   

Other Fall Adult Mission Trips Being Planned:   
 

Haiti:  October 13 - 18; visiting Port-au-Prince and Jacmel to interact with the St. Joseph’s family, the Wings of 
Hope home for the handicapped, and to pass out school supplies at the Lekol Sen Trinite (elementary school) in      
Jacmel.  The trip will encompass a focus on the Spirituality of Mother Theresa, with daily devotions, worship, and 
service in one or more of the Mother Theresa Homes for the Destitute and Dying or the Baby Hospital. 
If you are interested, there will be an informational meeting on Sunday, July 16 at 7pm in Room 123. 
 

Russia:  December 1 - 10; The Russian ministry is planning to send a small, 6 person adult team to visit Kovalyova, 
the Ministry Center as well as help with some “handy-man” service projects at Makariev.  After our trip in April, the 

team felt God calling Garber to minister to the young children and their moms at the    
Ministry Center in addition to those at the support centers.  It is our hope that our quick 
return to the Ministry Center will keep the light of Christ burning and reinforce His love 
for His littlest ones.  Please contact Patti Smith at 637-4022 if you have questions about 
the trip. The deadline for interested travelers is July 22. 
 

Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to one of these mission fields.   
If not, please pray for those who do decide to serve in this way! 

 
Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds  

and praise your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:16 
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Shoe Box Item of the Month: 
Flip Flops    -OR-    Socks 

(other items that might fit into the water bottle, if needed) 

Please note:  new rules this year — no candy or toothpaste. 

Remember, as you collect or make items for your shoe boxes, our Stitches of Love ladies will be selling their 
tote bags this fall for you to purchase as a shoe box item.  These fabric bags are bright and so useful for the 
recipients to carry their treasured items, personal things, or school supplies.   Be on the lookout in October for 
the sale dates of the bags. 

Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes will be on display by mid-July in the Atrium so you can begin filling 
them up to turn in during Collection Week in November.  Remember to be saving $$ for shipping! 

Thank you for your faithfulness to this exciting project! 

JULY MOSAIC NEWS 
 

June was a very busy month for the MOSAIC group. We traveled to Durham on June 10 to see “The KING and I” 
at the Durham Performing Arts Center. Forty participants enjoyed a wonderful performance and delicious seafood meal 
afterwards at the Sandpiper in La Grange. Thank you to our bus drivers, Andy Gower and JT Baker, for safely getting us 
to and from. 

 

         On June 17, forty participants went out to the ballgame in Kinston to see the Down East Wood Ducks play. It was 
such an enjoyable night out with lots of fellowship and fun yelling for the team. Our appreciation goes out to those who 
invited friends and family and to Carol Foret for stepping up to drive for us.  
 

         Additionally, we have been collecting items for the ASP goodie bag project during the month of June and will be 
packing 50 bags for the Garber ASP team to take with them in July. Our packing date is July 19 at 10:00 am in the        
Ministry Center. Those who have signed up to help, please have your final donations turned in by July 17. 
 

MOSAIC Events Coming Up: 
 

Vacation Bible School Week Opportunity 
July 17 - 21 

We have been asked to provide the volunteers with sweet and salty snacks for these five days. 
Anyone willing to help, please call or email by July 7. 

 
July 24 - MOSAIC LUNCH OUT 

Carolina Grill 11:30am 
Cost: “Dutch” lunch and $1.00 bus travel fee if you ride. 

 
 
 

Contact Sue Webb, Senior Ministries Coordinator, to sign-up for MOSAIC events or help with outreach projects. 
637-4022 or swebb@garberumc.com 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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Celebrating 20 Years of Service! 

Mrs. Brenda Spicer 

 
 

Mrs. Brenda has been apart of our Children’s Ministry family for 20 Years!  Starting back in  
October 1997, Mrs. Brenda  has been a faithful member of our team each and every Sunday!  Over the 

past 20 years, Mrs. Brenda has loved on, cared for, and taught so many of our children about the love of 
Jesus Christ!  We are thankful for Mrs. Brenda and her service to God and to Garber church.   

We will miss Mrs. Brenda but pray God’s blessing upon her as she begins her next chapter.   
 

Thank you Mrs. Brenda for  your faithfulness, for your love, and the care you bestowed on all of us. 
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1,080 Days (Ten Eighty) 
 

1,080 days to make a difference.  If a child enters school in kindergarten and      
remains through the end of elementary school, she has 1,080 days. 1,080 to learn to 
read, to learn to spell and write, to learn to figure math, and to accomplish all the 
goals set for a student through fifth grade. Yet far more happens in addition.  
Friends are met, made, and kept. Mentors are sometimes found. Citizenship is 
learned.  Bodies grow. Character is formed. 

 

These are days in which children are guided and helped to live into the promise of their lives, or, sadly, they are not             
sufficiently helped.  1,080 days to make a difference for an entire lifetime, or 1,080 days of missed opportunity. 
 

Garber Church is wanting to make a difference.  We already are seeking to do so with our Kingswood Kids.  J. T. Barber   
Elementary School is also seeking our presence and care.  Even now our Church and J. T. Barber School are developing a 
formal relationship and partnership that the students might flourish. This partnership is respectful of both the school’s and the 
church’s mission.  
 

In addition to the presence and work of wonderful teachers and staff, the School is inviting us to be volunteers in the lives of 
the students.  Can you give an hour or more a week?  Will you listen to a child read? Will you sit with a child learning        
English?  Will you guide a child beginning to add or subtract?  Will you help a teacher with varied assignments?  Will you 
assist in welcoming students arriving in the morning or saying goodbye in the afternoon?  Will you be an influential adult in a 
child’s life? 
 

Will you be a prayer partner for a teacher?  Will you help when the Church offers a thank you breakfast for the faculty and 
staff?  Will you register you Harris Teeter VIC card or your Target Red Card to assist J. T. Barber School?  Will you collect 
Box Tops for Education coupons and place them in the receptacles found around our facility?  Will you help on a special   
activity day? 
 

The School and the Church believe that the presence of good adults of notable character will benefit the children and help 
them to succeed.  We have been invited to share in this work.  Stacy Lee has agreed to coordinate this partnership on behalf of 
the Church. A dozen of our church family was present to proctor during the end of year testing.  As the new school year is 
preparing, it may be that God would use you for an hour a week to make a lifetime or an eternity of impact in the life and well
-being of a child.  Talk to Stacy Lee or talk to David Banks if you are interested.   
 

One more thing, using the number 1,080, Stacy noted that the tenth book of the New Testament is Ephesians.  The 80th verse 
is 4:14 which says, “We are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of     
doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming, (15) but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ.”  This is a good encouragement for volunteering with school children. 
 

Blessings, 
David A. Banks  

Amazon Smile 
 

Are you an online shopper?  Are you an Amazon shopper? Your purchases may help the ministry of Garber Church.   
 

The Amazon Company is willing to make a donation to Churches or other charitable organizations named by their 
customers.  The donation is equals one half of one percent of the cost of all qualifying purchases.  One hundred   
dollars of purchases will bring $.50; a thousand dollars will bring $5.00.   
 

To participate in the Amazon Smile program, enter the Amazon web site using its Smile portal: 
www.smile.Amazon.com.  The first time you enter, you will be offered the opportunity to choose a church or     
charitable organization.  A search for the name “Garber” will yield a number of organizations including the Garber 
United Methodist Church, Trent Woods, NC.  If you choose Garber Church, your choice will remain until you 
choose intentionally to change it to another organization. A search of the list will reveal many other worthy          
recipients including Religious Community Service (RCS) and the Merci Clinic. 
 

The donation is by the Amazon Corporation.  Neither the individual buyer nor the 
content of purchases will be disclosed to the Church.  Yes, your Prime membership 
still prevails using the Smile portal / entrance. 
 

We do not expect a huge volume of contributions through Smile. For sure, this will 
never replace anyone’s personal offerings to the work of Christ. Yet knowing that 
every contribution to the ministry of Christ is purposeful, we want you to be aware of 
this opportunity. 

http://www.smile.Amazon.com.
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What Are You Doing To Prepare?   

Check Out What The Motley Class Is Doing! 
Each week for the past month or so, the Motley Sunday School class has met on Tuesday 
evenings to work on items to put into the Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes that they 
are planning to pack this year.  Dolls, bracelets, balls, and other cute items are being       
prepared each week with lots of love and dedication!  They have even started packing some 
items in the shoe boxes!  Following the last evening, one of the class members wrote: 

 

After such a love filled, fun and productive evening of creative fellowship, I wanted to share a reflection with 
you (and a few fun photos).  Our class has historically packed OCC shoeboxes, and they have always been 
filled with love and prayer.  But I have to say, as our class has grown in a better understanding of the impact 
these little shoeboxes have and the best contents to use, I also think the energy, commitment and excitement 
have grown.  This year, more than other years, I think these boxes may burst at the seams with the love being 
gathered, created, made and assembled.  So many items going into every box will have been touched by many 
of our hands.  Many items are being handmade and assembled, and we have not even begun to hand place the 
items in the boxes (well maybe a few boxes…. ;}} 

Please remember these boxes, while filled with treasures these children may have never seen or dreamed of, 
are filled with the most important and powerful gift which is love and the great message of the Gospel – The 
Greatest Journey.  The boxes are a fabulous venue for delivering this message.  And the love we are placing in 
them is the same love of Christ.  We only have that love to share, because He loved us first. 

I know, wrap it up, but I continue to be moved by the simplicity and the complexity of this ministry started by 
Franklin Graham. 

Thank you for all the energy and love you are pouring into this year’s shoebox ministry from our class.  We 
may never know the lives that are touched and changed, maybe even a few of our own~~ 

Thank you, Motley Girls, for your dedication and giving spirit for the shoe box campaign! 
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Dear Garber Friends:  Joe and I would like to thank you for all your cards, calls and especially your prayers during my recent 
surgery to remove a cancerous tumor.  God has listened to your prayers.  Surgery was successful and recovery was virtually 
pain free. Battling this disease for 10 years now has proven how faithful God is in all situations, but especially in the trials of 
life. Joe and I are blessed to have come to Garber church as you all are witnesses of His Love in action.  
 

Darlene and Joe Pittner 

Garber UMC Stephen Ministries Update – July 
 

“Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2, NLT) 
 

Are you interested in becoming a Stephen Minister?  
This article seeks to help you determine if this care-giving ministry is right for you.  
 

A new training class for Stephen Ministers will start in January 2018.   
Classes meet each Monday evening through the month of May. There will be a “Taste of Stephen Ministry” information session 
in the fall.  If you desire more information now, or at any time, contact David Briley, Training Coordinator, at 252-772-5885, 
Pastors David or Matthew or any Stephen Minister.  There will be updates via the church newsletter and Sunday bulletins 
throughout the summer and fall so stay tuned!  You are highly encouraged to view Stephen Ministries’ excellent website at 
www.stephenministries.org.  
 

Who are Stephen Ministers?  
Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained to offer high-quality, confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people  
going through tough times. A Stephen Minister usually provides care to one person at a time, meeting with that person once a 
week for about an hour. Twice a month, Stephen Ministers gather with their Stephen Leaders for supervision and continuing 
education. 
 

What is Stephen Ministry training and the benefits to participants?  
Stephen Minister training teaches principles and skills that equip you to provide high-quality, Christ-centered emotional and 

spiritual care to others. 
You gain insight into the thoughts, feelings, and actions of people who are hurting. 
You develop relational and caring skills you can apply to all aspects of your life. 
You deepen your faith as the Holy Spirit fashions you into a Christ-centered caregiver. 
You feel a special bond with those in your class - experiencing real Christian community. 
Stephen Minister training is a lot of fun! 

 

More than 600,000 Stephen Ministers have been equipped to provide care to millions of people 
throughout the world.  Currently, Garber has 22 Stephen Ministers that assist our Pastors by 
“being there” when needed to help heal the hurt among our members. We have a need for new 
male and female Stephen Ministers. If you sense a “call” to this care-giving ministry then let’s 
talk!  

Thank you 
 

 Jerri and I wish to thank you, the Garber Church, for so many over-
tures of love and care for the two of us, our son, daughters, and our parents 
during these last six months and these last few weeks.  Time and time again, 
your care has expressed God’s care.  I know full well, that you have loved 
many more in addition to us. You have loved with incredible skill and clarity.  
Thank you. Our circumstances continue to make demands.  We are aided by 
the presence of Christ in and through each and all of you.   May God also 
bless you as He has blessed us through you. 
 

Love in Christ, David A. Banks 

http://www.stephenministries.org
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 
Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Faith In Action Vision Clinic Approaching! 
 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, August 16th at 7pm in Room 123.  This will be the    
final meeting in preparation for our FIA Vision and Health Clinic.  Sign-ups for volunteers 
will take place on August 6th and 13th in the Atrium and in the Courtyard.  It takes 100 
volunteers to make this clinic happen, and we are thankful that Garber’s congregation is so 
willing to serve our community.  We need helpers in the kitchen, visual acuity testers, runners 
taking patients to different stations, health professionals to check blood pressure and blood 
sugars, Stephen Ministers, optical assistants, check-in/check-out personnel, and helpers to set 
up and take down our clinic.  There is much to do, and we will TRAIN any willing volunteer!   
 

Should you have any questions, please contact Cathy Doty at  cdoty181@gmail.com.  

Mark Your Calendars! 
It’s the middle of the summer now, but before we know it, the school year will 

begin and fall will arrive.  With that comes the busy schedules!  Be sure to put 

these dates on your calendar and join us to begin our new Sunday School year! 

Sunday, August 20 Children & Students Promotion Sunday 

Sunday, August 27 Adult Fellowship Breakfast 
 

Look for more details in the August newsletter! 

mailto:cdoty181@gmail.com

